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HEPCATS 9 


CREATOR’S COMMENTARY TO 1998 EDITION 


(These introductions are provided by Martin Wagner as exclusives to the Antarctic Press 
reprints of Hepcats’ first 12 issues. You might want to read the story beforehand, to avoid 
possible spoilers.) 


This was the first issue to hit the streets after my much-publicized association with Dave Sim 
began, which heralded the beginning of what came to be known as the “self-publishing 
movement” of the early ‘90's. Since a lot of people feel that | should have something to say 
about this subject, | will...not the least of which is that | think it’s a shame that so many people 
have a distorted view of what it was those of us who were into self-publishing at the time were 
trying to accomplish. Many of these distortions have been perpetuated by people like Gary 
Groth as well as other snobs in the alternative comix world who seem to consider themselves 
morally and ethically unassailable. | am happy to have the opportunity to clear the air about 
many things in this space, and hopefully point out the hypocrisies of our critics as well. 

Myth #1: Self-publishers were nothing more than a clique of Dave Sim 
wannabees. (Corollary: Self-publishers were nothing more than a Friends of Dave Sim 
Club.) Reality: Yes, we associated with Dave Sim. Like that’s a big surprise. At that time, Dave 
Sim was the most prominent as well as accessible figure who had made self-publishing work 
successfully, and so it is natural that those of us who sought to publish ourselves would seek the 
advice of a man of his experience. Since Dave is and was so accessible, not surprisingly these 
contacts often turned into friendships. Dave's a friendly guy, especially in the hotel bar after the 
dealer's room has closed. But of course, since Dave has his detractors in the industry, a lot of us 
drew fire from those people; Gary Groth, in his usual snide tone, wrote derisively in The Comics 
Journal about “following Dave Sim around conventions like a puppy dog.” But then again, 
anyone who cares is well-versed in Groth’s long-running feud with Dave and hopefully recognizes 
this small-minded sniping for what it is. Not all of us, least of all myself, agreed with every point 
of view Dave espoused. In fact Dave has since had very public fallings-out with both Jeff Smith 
and Terry Moore; | myself have not spoken to Dave for more than two years, although this is not 
due in any way to a failed friendship (just haven't had a reason to call, basically). To sum up: sure, 
we associated with Dave Sim, but the reason we published our own books is because we wanted 
to publish our own books, not because we wanted to be little Daves. I’m happy being Martin. 

Myth #2: Self-publishers thought they were better/had more integrity than 
anybody else. Reality: This horseshit has been raked all across the industry, most ironically, by 
people who have made their entire careers by posturing as pillars of integrity in a wasteland of 
philistinism. (Why do | keep coming back to Gary here?) | never stopped liking comics by people 
who didn't self-publish simply because that's what | was doing. While | was self-publishing, my 
favorite comics to read, besides Cerebus, were Hate, Eightball, Love & Rockets, and the Epic 
editions of Moebius. As far as | can tell, this particular distortion might have gotten its start in the 
fact that we self-publishers were vocal proponents of what we were doing, encouraging artists to 
give the old do-it-yourself approach a try if they had ever thought of it. As artists are amazingly 
egocentric people, it’s not surprising somewhere along the line this enthusiasm was interpreted 
as “Look at ‘em, thinking they're just the shit because they self-publish. Pompous assholes.” 
Well, all | can say for people who adopt that attitude in life is, grow up. It hasn’t a damn thing,to 
do with what we were all about. 

Myth #3: The failure of comics like Hepcats, A Distant Soil, Tyrant, Wandering 
Star and others as self-published titles means that self-publishing isn’t viable. Reality: First 
off, these books aren't failures, except maybe Tyrant, which seems to have vanished. Most of 
them are still going with new publishers, which means, if you're one of those rare people (most 
have been hunted to extinction) in the comics industry who considers art rather than just sales a 
standard for success, these books are successful. But each book that failed as a self-published 
title failed for reasons unique to that book. In my case, it was quite simply that the unprofitable 
sales figures prevented me from shipping issues on anything approaching a regular basis, which 
in turn hampered my credibility as a publisher; also, the natural difficulty | have as a person 
juggling business and artistic responsibilities simultaneously was a major factor. However, that 
does not mean that it is impossible for some other artist to juggle those elements just fine, and 
produce a book that has commercial as well as artistic appeal, and get it out regularly. Bone, 
Strangers in Paradise, and Strangehaven stand today as shining examples of successful self- 
published books at a time when self-publishing is supposedly “dead.” Yes, it is true that this 
industry is unfriendly to self-publishers, but whether you succeed or fail is up to you and the 
circumstances you find yourself in, and how you deal with those circumstances. 

Myth #4: Self-published comics got better treatment from retailers and distribu- 
tors than other independently published comics. Reality; HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA! 
Okay, hang on, let me compose myself. Ahem. Now, what did happen was that, yes, we got a lot 
of publicity and we got on well with the retailers who cared (which was the minority; most shops 
were Marvel Zombie stores). That was because, as self-publishers, we had a really really personal 
interest in making our books succeed, and we had a trump card to use in our publicity efforts 
that most regular publishers don’t have: ourselves. As individuals, we could walk up, shake a 
retailer's hand, say “This is my book, hope you'll check it out,” thereby putting a face to the 
product. Also, since most comic shop owners are self-employed small businessmen, they could 
relate to our position as struggling business owners and feel an affinity with us, if you will. BUT... 

(Whoops, hold that thought till next issue, kids, I’m outta room here...) 
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Here are a couple of pages showcasing some preliminary work for new Hepcats projects. Li'l] Hepcats 
is a concept | have never done as much with as | would like. From the seed of an idea in the daily 
strip, to a quick two-pager in the back of the original 1991 edition of issue #8, to their first fully- 
rendered eight-pager in Usagi Yojimbo #37, the whole idea of Joey and Gunther as mischevious 
little boys is something that has all sorts of potential, but that | simply haven't explored. Perhaps it's 
just that I’m not a kid person. But still, you'd think I'd just mine my own childhood experiences for 
the requisite hijinks. | guess |'ve just been lazy. 

Well, I've decided to remedy that by giving the little guys their own special comic for year- 
end release. I’ve already begun one story, titled “Allowance,” and plan to include at least three 
others. Why? Why not, that’s why. 

A bit about the drawing above. A lot of times, ideas for stories will come to me simply 
through a single image that takes root in my head and which | can’t seem to shake. So, naturally, | sit 
down and draw the damn thing. No one usually sees these drawings; in fact they most often just get 
stacked away and forgotten once |’ve decided the story is either a go or a bust. The sketch above is 
one such inspirational burst. One day | just saw the above scene taking place and whipped it out 


_ with a stubby little Ticonderoga pencil. The whole time | was working on it, there was that little voice 
_ in my head guiding me along and giving me all the correct pointers (“Gunther's wearing Hush 


Puppies. His mom always puts him in Hush Puppies.”) But what's more interesting is that at the time | 
drew it, | had no idea what had gotten Gunther so agitated and excitable he just had to tell Joey the 
big news right that minute. Nor did | really know why Joey was looking so dubious about whatever it 


_ was he was hearing. Now | do. But I’m not going to tell you. 


Yet. 









































Can't find what you're looking for? 


Back issues and trade paperback collections are now available from Antarctic Press! 


ADDAM OMEGA by Bill Hughes 
Square-jawed sci-fi epic miniseries 
#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 


ALBEDO by Steve Gallacci 
(vol.3)#2 |. #3 | #4 $3.25 each 
#1 (new issue!) $3.95 


ANTARCTIC PRESS JAM! 
Dunn, Perry, Wight, Nomura jam book 
#1 $3.95 


ASRIAL vs. CHEETAH by Fred Perry 
#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 


ATHENA by Dean Hsieh (Mature readers) 
#0 $3.95 


BOX OFFICE POISON (Mature readers) 

Critically-acclaimed series by Alex Robinson 
Big Super Special (64 pages) $5.95 
#2 $3.95 #3 $3.95 
#4 $3.95 #5 $3.95 
#6 $3.95 #7 $3.95 


BROKEN AXIS by Dunn, Nomura 
#1] $3.95 


CELL by Derek Kirk (Mature readers) 
#1 $3.75 #2 $3.75 #3 = $3.75 


CHANGE COMMANDER GOKU 
TPB Vol. | (collects vol. 1 #1-5) $13.95 


vol. 2 #1 #2 #3 © $3.95 ea. 
CODE NAME: SCORPIO 

#] $3.95 #2 $3.95 

#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 
CREATURE by Walker & Maranto 

#1] $3.95 #2 ($3.95 
CRIMSON NUN - full color series 

#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 

#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 
DIESEL by Jochen Weltjens 

#1] $3.95 


F-IIl BANDIT (Mature readers) 


#1 $3.50 #2 $3.50 #3, $3.50 
#4 $3.75 #5 $3.75 #6 = $3.75 
#8 $3.95 #9 $3.95 #10 $3.95 


FANTASTIC PANIC by Ganbear 


Collection Vol. 1 (#1-4, 96p) $11.95 
vol. 2 #1 #2 #3 #4 $3.50 ea. 
vol. 2 #5 #6 #7 #8 $3.75 ea. 


FORETERNITY by Rod Espinosa 
Four-issue sci-fi/fantasy manga series 


#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 
#3 i $3.95 
FURRLOUGH 


#37 #38 #39 
#41 #42 #43 
#45 #46 #47 #48 $3.50 ea. 
#49 $3.95 #50 $4.95 #51 $3.95 
T-Shirt #1 - Large $17.50 
T-Shirt #1 - Extra large $17.50 
Best of Furrlough Vol. | (64pgs) $4.95 
Best of Furrlough Vol. 2 (64pgs) $4.95 


#40 $3.00 ea. 
#44 $3.25 ea. 





GOLD DIGGER by Fred Perry 





TPB Vol. #2 $10.95 
TPB Vol. #3 $10.95 
TPB Vol. #4 $10.95 
TPB Vol. #5 - issues #13-16 $10.95 
TPB Vol. #6 - issues #17-20 $11.95 


#17 #18 #19 


"Chasing Amy" T-Shirt - Large $17.50 


| #33 $3.95 | #34 $3.95 
| #35 $3.95 | #36 $3.95 
| #37 $3.95 | #38 $3.95 
| Poster (Asrial vs. Cheetah) $7.50 
| 
| "Chasing Amy" T-Shirt - XL $17.50 
GOLD DIGGER ANNUAL 
Stories and artwork from fans of GD 
1995 Annual (48 pages) $4.95 
1996 Annual (48 pages) $4.95 
| 1997 Annual (48 pages) $4.95 


GOLD DIGGER PERFECT MEMORY 
The must-have guide-book to Gold Digger 
Perfect Memory Vol. 1 (64.pg) $5.50 


GUZZI LEMANS by Jim Lawson 
#1 and #2 FREE with $10 purchase 


HELTER SKELTER 
If you like NHS, give this series a try! 


#0 $3.95 #1 53.95 
#2 $3.95 #3 3.95 
#4 $3.95 


HEPCATS by Martin Wagner 
| #0 (Full color, Mature readers) $3.95 
#0 (bagged w/"Radio Hepeats" CD) $10.95 


#1 $3.95 | #2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 #4 3.95 
#5 $3.95 


HITOMI Il: GEOHAMMER 





#2 $3.00 #3 $3.00 #4 = $3.00 

#5 $3.25 #6 $3.25 #7 ~~ $3.25 

#8 $3.75 #9 $3.75 #10 $4.50 
HURRICANE GIRLS 

#1 #2 #3 #4 $3.00 ea. 


#5 $3.25 #6 $3.25 #7) = ($3.25 


JUDGMENT PAWNS 
#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 #3 $3.95 


LILLITH, DEMON PRINCESS 
#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 #3 $3.9. 
Poster (by Ben Dunn) $7.5 


on 


) 


LUFTWAFFE 1946 by Dunn, Nomura 
Trade Paperback (vol. | #1-4) © $11.95 





#1 (vol. 2) $3.95 #2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 
#5 $3.95 #6 $3.95 
#7 $3.95 


MAGICAL MATES by Mio Odagi 
#1 $3.25 #2 $3.25 #3 = = $3.50 
#4 $3.50 #5 $3.55 #6 = $3.55 


MANGAZINE (volume 2) 
#39 #40 #41 #42 $3.00 ea, 
#43 $3.50 #44, $3.50 


#20 $3.75 ea. 
#21 | #22 #23 #24 $3.75 ea. 
#25 #26 #27 #28 $3.75 ea. 
#29 #30 #31 #32 $3.95 ea. 


MASKED WARRIOR X 


#1-4 FREE with $20 purchase 
MIGHTY BOMB 
#1 $3.95 


MIGHTY TINY by Ben Dunn 
Trade Paperback Vol. | $13.95 
MOTHER SUPERION by Patrick Kelley 

Full-color Warrior Nun spinoff 
$3.95 


NINJA HIGH SCHOOL 
#0 #41 #42 #43 $3.00 ea. 
#44 #45 #46 #47 $3.25 ea. 
#48 #49 #50 #51 $3.50 ea. 







#52 $3.75 #53 $3.75 
#54 $3.95 #55 $3.95 
#56 $3.95 #57 $3.95 

| | #58 $3.95 #59 $3.95 
| | #60 $3.95 
TPB Vol. | (issues #0-3.5) $15.95 
TPB Vol. 2 (issues #4-7) $11.95 
TPB Vol. 3 (issues #8-11) $11.95 
TPB Vol. 4 (issues #12-15) $11.95 
TPB Vol. 5 (issues #16-18) $8.95 
TPB Vol. 6 (issues #19-21) $8.95 
TPB Vol. 7 (issues #22-24) $8.95 
TPB Vol. 8 (issues #25-27) $8.95 
TPB Vol. 9 (issues #28-31) $11.95 
TPB Vol. 10 (issues #32-35) $11.95 

| | TPB Vol. i 2S $11.95 
Poster #1 $7.50 
$7.50 


GIRLS OF NINJA HIGH SCHOOL 
Annual focusing on the women of NHS 
Girls of NHS 1995 (72 pages) $4.50 
Girls of NHS 1997 (56 pages) $4.95 


NINJA H.S. PERFECT MEMORY 
The essential guide-book to NHS 
Perfect Memory Vol. | (96 pages) $6.95 


NINJA H.S.: SMALL-BODIED 
Super-deformed versions of NHS 
#3 regular’ $2.00 #3 deluxe ed. $3.50 
#4 $3.50 | #5 53.50 
#6 $3.50 #7 $3.50 


NINJA HIGH SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT 
Focus on other artists doing NHS 
Spotlight #1: Robert DeJesus $4.50 
Spotlight #2: Fred Perry $3.95 
Spotlight #3: Ted Nomura $4.50 


NINJA HIGH SCHOOL SWIMSUIT 
Full-color annual of stories and artwork 
1994 $3.95 1995 $3.95 
Swimsuit Special 1996 (b&w) $3.95 


NINJA HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK 
Short stories and artwork by fans of NHS 
1994 (72p) $3.25 1995 (64p) $4.75 


Yearbook 1996 (56 pages) $4.95 

Yearbook 1997 (56 pages) $4.95 
PERAZIM by Pat Kelley 

#1 $3.75 


PROFESSOR JONES 
#1 $3.75 #2 $3.75 


(Continued on the next page) 


Please see the next page for ordering information. 
Antarctic Press, 7272 Wurzbach Suite #204, San Antonio, TX 78240. 
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Order it from the Gntarctic Press! 


Back issues and trade paperback collections are now available from Antarctic Press! 


REDEEMERS by Ben Dunn 
Warrior Nun team-up comic 
#1 $3.95 


RHEINTOCHTER 
Warrior Nun story set in medieval Europe 
#1] 5 


ROBOTECH 
Robotech is back - now in full color! 
#3 (Perry/Dunn/Nomura) $3.95 
#4 (Perry/Nomura) $3.95 
#5 (Perry/Nomura) $3.95 
ROBOTECH: VERMILION 
Four-issue series by Duc Tran 
$3.95 
#2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 
SERINA - Warrior Nun spinoff 
Full-color miniseries by David Hahn 
#1 $3.50 #2 $3.50 #3 $3.50 
SHORTS by Pat Kelley 
Short stories, one-pagers, tons of jokes 
| $3.95 
SHOTGUN MARY 
#1 (regular edition) $3.95 
#1(with CD soundtrack) $7.25 


#2 $3.95 
Shooting Gallery (one-shot) $3.95 
Poster #1 (22" high x 34" wide) $7.50 
Poster #2 (22" wide x 34" high) $7.50 


SHOTGUN MARY: DEVILTOWN 
Action-packed Shotgun Mary one-shot 
#1 $3.95 


SHOTGUN MARY: BLOOD LORE 
Color miniseries by Mallette and Googe 
#1 $3.95 #2 
#3 $3.95 #4 


SHOTGUN MARY: SON OF THE BEAST 
Full color one-shot by Horvatic and Ribic 
#! $3.95 


$3.95 
$3.95 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS: Circle one: Visa / Mastercard / AMEX 


Credit Card No. 


Signature 


SILBUSTER by Ikkou Sahara 
Collected Silbuster! (issues 1-4) $11.95 
Collected Silbuster! (issues 5-8) $11.95 


#9 #10 #11 #12 $3.25 ea. 
#13 #14 #15 #16 $3.50 ea. 
#17 $3.50 #18 $3.50 | #19 $3.50 


SILVER CROSS by Ben Dunn 
All-new full color series! 
#1 $3.95 


TIGERS OF TERRA vol. 2 by Ted Nomura 
#14 #15 #16 #17 $3.00 ea. 


#18 #19 #20 #21 $3.25 ea. 
#22 $3.50 | | #23 $3.50 
#24 (48 pages) $4.50 
#25 $3.95 


Book Two (contains vol. | #3-4) $10.95 


Book Three (contains vol. 1 #5-6) $10.95 
Book Four (contains vol. | #7-8) $10.95 
Book Five (contains vol. | #9-10) $10.95 
Technical Manual Vol. | $3.95 
Technical Manual Vol. 2 $3.95 


VAMPIRE MIYU by Narumi Kakinouchi 
Shojo manga at its absolute finest! 
#1 $3.00 #2 $3.00 

#4 $3.00 #5 


#3 $3.00 
$3.00 


WARRIOR NUN AREALA: THE SERIES 
All-new stories by Barry Lyga and Brian Denham! 
53.95 #2 


#1 $3.95 
#3 (full color) $3.95 
Poster #1 (22" x 34", rolled) $7.50 
Poster #2 (22" x 34", rolled) $7.50 
Poster #3 (22" x 34", rolled) $7.50 
New T-Shirt #1 - Large $17.50 
New T-Shirt #1 - Extra-Large $17.50 
Introductory Video $10.00 
Introductory Video - Coll, Ed. $35.00 


Introductory Video - Deluxe Ed. $250.00 


WARRIOR NUN AREALA: SCORPIO ROSE 
Color series by Steve Englehart, Ben Dunn 
#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 


Exp. date: 





Total order: $ 





NAME: 


WARRIOR NUN: BLACK AND WHITE 
Anthology exploring Warrior Nun mythos 


#1 $3.95 #2 $3.95 
#3 $3.95 #4 $3.95 
#5 $3.95 
#6 $3.95 
WARRIOR NUN AREALA: RITUALS 
Rituals TPB (Bk. II #1-6) $16.95 
Rituals #1 $3.75 Rituals #2 $3.75 
Rituals #3 $3.75 Rituals #4. $3.75 
Rituals #5 $3.75 Rituals #6 $4.25 


WARRIOR NUN AREALA: MINISERIES 

The original comic - the one that started it all 
BOOK ONE TPB (Bk. | #1-3) $10.95 
BOOK ONE #3 Silver Ed. - 1000 made $11.00 


WARRIOR NUN AREALA vs RAZOR 


Areala vs. Razor #1 (40 pages) $3.50 
WARRIOR NUN AREALA / GLORY 

#1 (Antarctic Press edition) $3.95 

#1 (with color poster insert) $6.95 


WARRIOR NUN AREALA / AVENGELYNE 
#1 (Antarctic Press edition) $3.75 
#1 (with color poster insert) $6.50 


WARRIOR NUN DEI: AFTERTIME 
#1 $3.95 
#2 $3.95 


WILL WORK FOR OXYGEN 
Stellar Losers stories by Herb Mallette/Fahs 


Trade Paperback $9.50 
ZOMBIE BOY 
#! $3.75 


ORDER BY PHONE! 


By phone: 210-520-3852 (10 AM to 4 PM) 
By fax: 210-520-3891 (24 hours a day) 


(oi c-Telhmer-[ge Mel ge(-le-melalhvL 
If you are ordering adults-only comics, you must 
have a signed age statement on file with us. 





(Minimum order for credit cards is $10 total) 











ADDRESS: 





CITY: 


STATE: 





ZIP: 





Postage is included in the price for all orders within the United States. Canadian orders add $0.25 per book. Mexican orders add $0.50 
per book. Overseas add $1.50 per book. All orders are shipped flat with comic bag and board. If you wish to order more than one 
copy of a book, please specify the quantity next to the box. Texas residents (only) add 7.75% sales tax. If possible, please list alternates. 
Quantities are limited on all items, and we may sell out of any item without notice. Credit voucher will be issued if item is no longer 
available. Photocopies of these pages are okay! Allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery - for faster delivery order by credit card. DO NOT 


SEND CASH. Bad check fee: $25.00. 


Please send your U.S, check or money order to: 
Antarctic Press, 7272 Wurzbach Suite #204, San Antonio, TX 78240. 


This ad supercedes all previous ads. December 1997. Items subject to availability. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ITION | 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































sity seekers can still get 
se all feature art 


4 
and #12) are limite 


HEPCATS 1 ‘SPE 
EDITION | 


$6.95 US/S 
-HEPCATS. 


EDITION | 











I’? LIKE TO VO 
AN USAGI FIGUKE/ 












YOJIMBO 











ACTION FIGURE 


YES, IT IS FINALLY HERE! 
THE OFFICIAL, DESIGNED BY 
CREATOR STAN SAKAI HIMSELF 
USAGI YOJIMBO AND SPOT 
FIGURE SET! 

NO CONSTIPATED GRIMACE... 
NO “"YOJIMBO AKIMBO...” 
JUST THE MAJESTY AND 
GLORY OF THE ORIGINAL 
SAMURAI RABBIT! 











